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SUB J : THE FIRST SEVEN MONTHS OF THE CANADIAN-MEXICAN BRACERO 
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REFS: A) MEXICO 5926 B) MEXICO 5181 C) MEXICO 5182 

1. IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW APPEARING IN EL SOL MARCH 2, THE 
DIRGEN FOR CONSULAR SERVICES. IORGE AGUILAR SALDANA, LAMENTED 
THAT SINCE THE SIGNING OF THE SUBJECT AGREEMENT (JUNE 17, 1974) 

ONLY 207 MEXICAN WORKERS HAVE RECEIVED CONTRACTS TO WORK IN 
CANADA. NOTING THAT THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATED FIGURES ON THE 
NUMBER OF WORKERS NEEDED IN CANADA WERE ERRONEOUS (BUT NOT 
CITING THESE ESTIMATES), AGUILAR SAID THE PROGRAM HAS REALLY 
ACCOMPLISHED VERY LITTLE TOWARD RESOLVING OR RELIEVING THE 
PROBLEM OF THE HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS OF UNEMPLOYED MIGRATORY 
WORKERS OF MEXICO. HE ADDED THAT THERE HAD NOT EVEN BEEN ONE COM- 
PLAINT ABOUT THE TREATMENT OF MEXICAN WORKERS, THAT THEY RECEIVE 
SALARIES OF BETWEEN 2.10 AND 2.25 CANADIAN DOLLARS PER HOUR, 

THAT THEY WORK 8 HOURS PER DAY, SIX DAYS A WEEK, AND THAT THE 
BEST (I.E. LONGEST) CONTRACTS ARE FOR A PERIOD OF 8 WEEKS. 

IN THREE CASES, THESE CONTRACTS HAVE BEEN RENEWED. STRESSING 
THAT THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET INFORMED THE GOM HOW 
MANY WORKERS WILL BE REQUIRED, AGUILAR HAZARDED A PERSONAL GUESS 
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THAT ONLY A FEW THOUSAND WORKERS WOULD BE CONTRACTED THIS YEAR. 
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2. THE RESIDENT IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT THE CANADIAN EMBASSY 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT THE GOM IS SENDING A MISSION TO OTTAWA TO 
REVIEW THE BRACERO PROGRAM MARCH 25. 

3. COMMENT: SINCE THE GOM AND MEXICAN PRESS ORIGINALLY 
ESTIMATED THAT THIS PROGRAM WOULD GIVE EMPLOYMENT TO 10,000 
TO 20,000 RURAL WORKERS ANNUALLY, THE DISPARITY BETWEEN 
REALITY AND THIS ESTIMATE IS DOUBTLESSLY EMBARRASSING AND 
DISAPPOINTING FOR THE GOM. 
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